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 As we continue our year-long conversation on 
Christian worship, it is probably helpful to begin with 
the basics. Whether you are a concert violinist, a master 
teacher or a JV basketball player, you know how  
important mastering the basics is. Everything else is 
built on the fundamentals. This month we cover the  
basics: What is the basic pattern and shape of Christian 
worship? What do Christians believe to be central in 
how often we gather and how we gather? 

 1. How often? The basic pattern of Christian 
worship is weekly worship on the Lord’s Day 
(Sunday). The earliest Christians, most of whom were 
Jews, were accustomed to worship in the synagogue on 
Friday evening or Saturday. This was to honor the third 
commandment, to remember the Sabbath day and keep 
it holy. For Christians, the central event is the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is the event, on which 
the entire history of the world—even the universe—
turns. The resurrection happened early on the first day 
of the week (Sunday), so that is when the Christians 
gathered to celebrate. Every Sunday is an Easter  
celebration of the crucified and risen Jesus.  

 Of course, we have a few non-Sunday special 
festivals as well: Ash Wednesday, Christmas and the 
services of Holy Week come to mind. These services 
also direct our attention and worship to the crucified 
and risen Jesus.  

 I am aware that weekly worship on Sunday may 
seem like a lot to ask. In our culture, Sunday morning is 
prime real estate as far as time goes. What a wonderful 
challenge and invitation, however! God calls us to offer 
up our first fruits (see Deuteronomy 18:4). Fifty years 

ago, worshiping on Sunday was not only culturally  
accepted, it was culturally supported. Nothing  
competed with this time slot. Now, just about every-
thing does. What a chance for us to make a sacrifice of 
our time and our lives as a witness to the world!  

 2. How? The basic shape of Christian  
worship is Word and Sacrament. Here again, early 
Christians borrowed from and adapted the Jewish  
pattern. A synagogue service—even today—is shaped 
around the Scriptures, the Psalms and prayer. But 
Christians added an important element: the celebration 
of the Lord’s Supper, Holy Communion, Eucharist. 
Even in its earliest forms, Christian worship was  
centered in these two things, Word and Sacrament, 
which proclaimed the one thing: the crucified and risen 
Jesus of Nazareth, the Messiah of Israel. 

 Someone wisely observed that worship without 
the celebration of Holy Communion is simply a syna-
gogue service. I find that to be a helpful observation.  

 Notice also that worship at its best, centered in 
Word and Sacrament, engages all of our senses: touch 
(sharing the peace), sight (paraments, vestments,  
worship “furniture”), sound (word and song), smell 
(flowers) and taste (Holy Communion). It also involves 
the movement of our bodies: singing, sharing, praising, 
receiving. It is kinetic and vibrant and active. It engages 
the whole of who we are, so that we can love God with 
all our heart and soul and mind and strength (see Mark 
12:30). 

 See you on Sunday, gathered around the Table 
of our Lord and his precious and life-giving Word! 

+Pastor Matt 
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The Pattern and Shape of Christian Worship 
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Wednesday Lenten Meals (6 p.m.) and  
Services (11 a.m. and 7 p.m.) 
February 22   February 29 
March 7   March 14  
March 21   March 28 

��������  !"�#�

Sunday, February 12 

Worship service: 9:15 a.m. 

Brunch: 10:30 a.m. in the  
Fellowship Hall 

Sunday School at 10:45 
a.m. for pre-K through 5th 

grade, in the basement.  

Note: If the meeting is not over by 
11:45 a.m., children will join their  

parents in the Fellowship Hall. 

Catechism for grades 6-8 will not  
be in session. 

Help serving brunch is needed, please 
contact Cheryl if you can help. 

For March’s Newsletter  
is  

Tuesday, February 21, 2012 
Please have all items for the newsletter into 
the office by that date. Electronic format is 

greatly appreciated. 

 

�������������	�
Please sign up now to donate food or to 

help in the kitchen for our Lenten Dinners, 
every Wednesday during lent. 

Dinners will be at 6 p.m. before worship. 

Sign up on the clip board, outside the  
office. 

Thank you! 
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THANK YOU... 8 a.m. Service 10:30 a.m. Service 

Acolytes Sundays Emma Schuerman 
Natalie Schuerman 

Brianna Rost 
Morgan Rost 

Altar Flowers Jan Hoodlebrink, Marlene Hoodlebrink 

Altar Guild Pat Cline, Karen Korn 

Office Window Joanne Bruning 

Service Org. (Funerals) Ann Bruning, Sue Gerke 

Acolytes Wednesdays 
Feb. 22, 29, March 7 

7 p.m. service: Riley Corns 
Bethany Nabors 

Sundays in February 
February 5: The Gideons, whose ministry is centered 
on distributing Bibles, will give a brief Temple talk.  

February 12: We gather for one service at 9:15 a.m. 
with the annual meeting to follow at approximately 
10:30 a.m. A light brunch will be served. Sunday 
school will be offered following worship for grades 
preschool – fifth grade. 

February 19: We celebrate the Transfiguration of our 
Lord as we round out the time after Epiphany and  
begin to prepare for Lent. 

Ash Wednesday is February 22: We begin the  
season of Lent with a service of Holy Communion and 
the imposition of ashes at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

February 26: On the first Sunday of Lent we hear the 
story of Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness. 

Wednesdays in Lent 
For Wednesdays in Lent our focus will be a teaching/
preaching series on worship using the resource, The 
Use of the Means of Grace. The 11 a.m. service will 
be a simple service of morning prayer. The 7 p.m.  
service will be a service of evening prayer using  
Holden Evening Prayer. Join us for simple meals at 6 
p.m. 
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The organist search team is receiving applications and 
hopes to be interviewing very soon. The organist 
search team consists of Barb Sergent, Travis Ford, 
Faye Schuerman, Mike O’Brien, Joyce Eisenhour and 
Pastor Matt.  
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Council leaders and staff will be reading Thomas Long’s 
Beyond the Worship Wars. Why not pick up a copy and 
read along with us during this “year of worship.” ��������
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Are you a seasoned reader of 
the Word?  

Have you considered this 
ministry but weren’t quite 
sure?  

Join us on Monday, February 27, at 7 p.m., in the 
Sanctuary, for a lector enrichment workshop.  

This time together is for young and old, readers who 
have done it before and the simply curious.  

Let’s explore together how to grow and enhance this 
vital ministry of reading the Scriptures. 
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President Roger Burtchin 

Vice President Roger Sergent 

Recording Secretary Beth Downey (2013) 

Treasurer Jennifer Schuerman (2012) 

Elders Daniel Smith (2012), Arlyn Witker (2013) 

Deacons Mark Clark (2012); Rick Walters (2012) 
 Amy Witker (2012); Ross Buchman (2013) 
 Dan Gerwin (2013); Scott Schuerman (2013) 
 Karen Korn (2013) 

Trustees Howard Shirling (2012); John Stewart (2012) 
 Roger Kahlenberg (2013); Rick Rahe (2013) 

Pastor Matt Musteric 

Preface from Beyond the Worship Wars was discussed for  
our opening devotions on January 17. Further discussion 
regarding opening devotions and communion occurred. 
Decision was made to have approximately 15-20 minutes 
of devotions at 7 p.m. and the issue will be re-visited at a 
later date.  

Two weeks paternity leave was approved for Pastor Matt. 
He will arrange for coverage. Sunday Supply preacher  
motion to approve by Scott Schuerman and seconded by 
John Stewart – approved.   

Roger Burtchin welcomes all new Council members.  
Annual meeting will be February 12, at 10:30 a.m. One 
church service is scheduled that day at 9:15 a.m. Roger will 
be on vacation from January 21 through February 11, 2012; 
he may be reached at 419-270-8517.   

Information was shared regarding the recent council retreat 
that was held at St. Marks. If council members do not have 
a Beyond the Worship Wars book we will get additional 
copies.  

Committee reports were accepted –there has not been a  
report from LYO; Mr. Burtchin will contact Ron Nabors 
about getting a report to council.   

There is still an open deacon position if anyone knows of 
anyone who would like to serve please contact a council 
member. 

Discussion regarding the search and salary package for the  

2012 PICTURES: Looking 
ahead to our annual meeting 
next year, we would like to 
put together a congregational 
slide show. As we go through 
the year, please share any 
pictures you may have from 
events with the church office. We would like to include 
as many groups and events as possible, so we need 
everyone’s help with this. Thank you! This year we will 
be using our 150th celebration pictures. 

2012 ENVELOPES AND STATEMENTS  are  
available for pick up in the lounge area until Sunday, 
January 29. Please compare the number written on 
the label on the top of the box of envelopes with the 
number that appears on the envelope to make sure 
they match. When using the first few envelopes 
please write your name on the envelope. Outreach 
envelopes are included in your box to support local 
outreach projects. 

organist; council approved the compensation plan, and 
agreed to two Sundays off, a sub would be compensated for 
those two Sundays. The successful candidate would be  
responsible for obtaining a sub and paying beyond the two 
approved Sundays off. The compensation plan will not  
include weddings or funerals.  

Discussed proposal for use of space for Turbo Class.  
Trustees will get additional information and report to  
council.  

Jane and Jennifer went through the financial reports; these 
will be revised prior to the annual meeting. Budget was 
approved.  

Jon gave updated on extended care with Pre-school. Figures 
for this project are not currently in the budget and it was 
determined that this would require a special meeting.   

Discussion about full-time janitor; Howard will be working 
on a position description. 

Roger is asking for individuals who are interested in  
serving on committees to contact him.  

It was determined that the second parsonage will be  
prepared for rental.  

Discussion regarding Kathy Brandt’s upcoming surgery.  
Council approved four weeks off, unpaid, and agreed to 
compensate a sub for that four week period of time. This 
will be re-evaluated after the initial four week period.   
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ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED TO THE CIRCLE MEETING: 
 Priscilla Circle:  February 13, 7:30 p.m. 
  Bible Study:  Lisa Kohlenberg 
  Devotions:  Becky Buchman 
The purpose of this gathering is to share God’s word 
and fellowship with one another. Please come any time, 
nothing special is required. Dress is casual. Bible study 
materials are provided. A small offering is collected if 
you feel able to give. 

����  

 

All men of the congregation & community 
are invited to participate in these events.  

Contact: Don Gerke (419-287-3873)  

We will meet on Saturday, February 4, at 7 a.m., in 
the Fellowship Hall. All men are invited.   

MEN’S MONTHLY BREAKFAST/BIBLE STUDY   

��������	

���

�	���
�����
Students in grades K-5 

At Pemberville Elementary 
5:30-7 p.m., Wednesdays, Feb. 1 & 15 

Children will enjoy music, activities, crafts, Bible 
stories and a light meal.  
This is a joint ministry of Bethlehem, Pemberville 
United Methodist and the First United Presbyte-
rian churches.  
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Led by Pastor Matt  

1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month 

February 1 and 8 

from 7:15 to 8:45 p.m., room 209/211 

Bring yourself, your Bible and your questions.  

We cover about one chapter per session.  

�������������		�
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Serious Issues. Open Discussion. 

Friendly Surroundings. 

Fourth Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. 

February 28 
Janelle’s Diner, 135 W. Front Street, Pemberville 

Grab something to eat or drink, if you like. We’ll start with 
a brief presentation on the evening’s topic, then throw 
open the floor to your questions and conversation. 

Pemberville Pastors Jim Miller, Matt Musteric and Pete 
Johnston will be our presenters and discussion leaders. 

A Ministry of the Pemberville Churches 

CAMPERSHIP APPLICATIONS 
Now Available 

Our congregation encourages youth interested in 
attending one of our Lutheran Outdoor Ministries 
of Ohio Camps (LOMO) and Marmon Valley 
Farm to use these camperships. 

This is part of our congregation's way of  
supporting the camps and the Christian  
education of youth through camp programs. Any 
leftover budgeted funds for camperships are  
donated to the camps at the end of the camping 
season.   

For camp information, please visit: 

lomocamps.org 

marmonvalley.com 
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Snackpack Program 
 

I agree to assist in the following way(s): 
___ Prayers 
___ One time donation      $______ amount 
___ Weekly donation        $______ amount/week 
___ Special offering          $______ amount 
___ Match students            $______ Max. amount 
___ Sponsorship 1= $10 (1 family-1meal-1week) 
___ Sponsorship 2= $40 (1 family-4 meals-1month) 
___ Delivery assistance ___  Packing assistance  
___ Steering committee   

Contact Name:  _________________________________  

Phone #’s:  _____________________________________  

Fill out this form and return to Cheryl Sondergeld’s mail 
box in the church office or mail to: Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, PO Box 344, Pemberville, OH 43450, Attn: 
Snackpack Program. Thank you 

KNOTTING DATES:  Join us in tying blankets for  
Lutheran World Relief and local nursing homes on 
Tuesdays, February 14 and 28, at 9 a.m., in the base-
ment.  

BOARD MEETING:  Tuesday, February 28, 7 p.m. 

WE COLLECT: Knit Crosheen  thread, used eye-
glasses, used hearing aids, UPC codes, cell phones, 
and more. Please look in the BLCW handbook for 
more information. 

COLLECTIONS of items can be dropped off in the 
Mission Action Center (room 111). 
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We will pack 36 lunches to donate to St. Paul’s 
Community Center in Toledo the last Sunday of 
every month. We will need food items such as: 
sub buns, peanut butter, jelly, potato chips, apple 
sauce, cookies and bottled water. We will need 
people to pack the lunches that Sunday morning 
at 8:55 a.m., and we will need someone to take 
the lunches to St. Paul’s.  
Please sign up on the clipboard at the Informa-
tion Center, outside the offices, to help. 
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Snackpack Program 
This outreach program, that provides a shelf-stable meal over the 
weekend to school students and their families continues this 
school year. This program is made possible through your  
donations and with the support of Thrivent Financial. If you 
would like to support this program by lending a hand to pack the 
lunches please see Renee Farmer or Cheryl Sondergeld.  
Information on how to donate is available at the information 
center outside the offices, or submit the form below. 

�������������	��
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Save the date—Saturday, September 29 

This day is being designed to bring our congregation 
together to serve our local and regional community, 
and worldwide. We welcome everyone to get in-
volved and volunteer to put their faith into action! You 
will have the option to join a team to work here at the 
church on outreach projects for people outside our 
congregation, in Pemberville, or in the surrounding 
area. The vision is to then come together for a meal 
at the end of the day and share our experiences. 
Watch for more information soon on how you can 
vote for the projects we will be working on. Any sug-
gestions for projects can be made through the church 
office. Our next team huddle for this project will be 
February 7, 7:30 p.m. You are welcome to join us! 

LENTEN DINNERS will begin on Ash Wednesday, 
February 22.  If you would like to help in the kitchen or 
donate food, please sign-up outside the offices, or 
email Cheryl at sgeld5@woh.rr.com. Many hands 
make light work! 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: Mark 
your calendars for daytime VBS, June 
11-15. As we prepare to journey 
through Babylon, we will need some 
help. If you are willing to lend a hand 
for our VBS this year, please contact 
our 2012 VBS program directors Becky 
Buchman (419-833-1006) and Paulette 
Bresler (419-288-2565). 
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SURVIVORZ LOCK IN UPDATE:  25 youth and 
7 adults “survived” our lock in Jan 15 and 16!  An 
interactive mystery dinner at the Survivorz Café 
and Survivorz challenges:  worm your way out of 
it, pie puzzle dig, and duct tape a team member 
to the wall were all part of the fun! The group 
ended the evening by watching the movie “Soul 
Surfer” and shared a devotion about the movie 
theme: “I can do all things through him who gives 
me strength.”  Philippians 4:13  This movie was 
based on a true story of a competition surfer who 
lost her arm in a shark attack, but goes on to con-
tinue competing, inspiring people around the 
world….a true Survivor! A huge thank you goes 
out to all the adults who gave of their time and 
talents to pull this night off for the kids: Shelley 
Albright, Amy McAnally, Becky Schuerman, Bar-
bie Sergent, Ken Finley, Renee Farmer, and Pas-
tor Matt. You all are a blast to work with and our 
youth are very blessed to have caring adults like 
you in our congregation who are willing to spend 
time with them!  ~ Cheryl 
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Personal Care Kits are replacing the Health Kits 
so please read the needs list carefully (some 
items have changed.) 

Items needed: 1 bath towel (approximately 
52”x27”) dark color recommended; 2 bars of new 
bath soap (4-5 oz.), any brand, in original  
packaging; 1 adult-sized toothbrush, in original 
packaging; 1 sturdy comb, wide tooth preferred, 
remove packaging; 1 metal nail clipper, remove 
packaging. 

Toothbrush multi-packs may be used by sealing 
an individual toothbrush in a business (#10)  
envelope, no plastic bags or wrap. 

Please do not add other items or leave items out 
of the list above. All items should be new and in 
good condition. Wrap all items in the towel and 
tie securely with ribbons or yarn. Do not enclose 
the kit or any of its contents in plastic bags. 

Please place items in the tubs in the Mission 
Center (room 111) or at the Cedar Street  
entrance, marked Mission Action Projects. Thank 
you for your support! 
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The Food Pantry needs your help to restock the 

shelves. Please try to purchase non-glass items. Please 
refrain from purchasing snack items. We are most in 

need of non-perishable items, such as: 

soups (small cans, the ones you add water to) 

chunky soups, hamburger/tuna/chicken helpers,  

Rice-a-roni, macaroni & cheese, Ramen noodles, 
Pasta-roni, canned tuna, chicken, meats, crackers,  

cereal, spaghetti sauce and noodles, boxed potatoes 

canned beans, vegetables and fruits. 

Paper products: kleenex, paper towels, toilet paper 

The items listed are what those visiting need and use. 
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is holding a fund-
raising event at  
Al-Mar Lanes in 
Bowling Green. 

���������	
�������	
�	
Cost to participate is $25/student, $30/adult 

To join a team from Bethlehem, please contact 
Cheryl Sondergeld, 419-637-4313. 

To form a team of your own, you may contact 
Melva Powers at 419-354-2113. 

100% of pledge dollars raised will help support 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of NW Ohio mentoring 

programs in Wood County. 
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�� Thank you to everyone for your cards, prayers, 
flowers and visits during our continued stay at  
Otterbein Portage Valley. ~Bruce and Ruth Ehmke 

�� Thank you so much for your cards, prayers, visits 
and emails at the time of my father’s death. It is so 
good when the body of Christ responds as so 
many of you did. God’s blessing to all of you. 
~Pastor Dave Wietelmann 

�� Thank you for all the cards, prayers and visits. 
Thank you Pastor Matt for your visits, prayers and 
communion. God bless you all. ~With prayers, 
Ron Melcher 

�� Thank you for all the love and support you gave 
my father, Bud, during the last few months and 
weeks of his life. I also appreciate all the support 
you gave to us as well. God bless you! Kim Farley 

�� On behalf of the family of Marlene “Pete”  
Wiegman, we thank the members of Bethlehem 
for your cards, visits and expressions of sympathy 
following her death. We are grateful for those who 
brought in food and worked in the kitchen to  
provide lunch for us. You are greatly appreciated 
~Pastors Jeff and Patti Morlock 

�� Thank you for the donation of many and varied 
materials given to Christian Resources Interna-
tional (CRI). A total of 286 pounds of printed  
material were transported to Fowlerville, Michigan. 
All items will be donated to pastors and mission-
aries overseas. This project is ongoing, so please 
put your items in the box marked CRI in the  
Mission Action room (111). ~God bless you, 
Donna Alexander 

�� The BLCW would like to thank the following 
women for their service to the executive board 
during the past year: Karen Godfrey, Linda 
Beeker, LuAnn Snyder, Eileen Schuerman and 
Carolyn Borcherding. 

�� Thank you to the following women for their  
assistance in assembling the 2012 BLCW booklet: 
Karen Godfrey, Jane Kohlenberg, Paulette 
Bresler, JoLynn Gerwin, Becky Schult and LuAnn 
Snyder. ~BLCW President Joan Slebos 

�� Thank you for your generous gift to Heifer  
International. ~Pierre U. Ferrari 

� � � � 
 � � �

FOR HEALING AND HOPE (Members):  Nelson 
Busdeker, Dick Heckman, Chet Kruse, Paul Rolf, 
Sherry Abke, Gay Holcomb, Judy Shirling, Steve Rife 

FOR HEALING AND HOPE (Family and friends): 
Colleen Colvin, Bethany Grayczyk, Brock Bushman 

FOR THE GRIEVING: For the families of Betsy 
Board, Marie Gerke, Viola Stammen, Grace Peiffer, 
Thomas Peoples, Roxanne Dick, Pastor Robert 
Wietelmann 

FOR THE BAPTIZED: Lauren Tricia Oestreich 

FOR OUR MILITARY: Arik Witker, Ray Bosch 

FOR OUR CHURCH: Council members, employees 

FOR OUR BISHOPS:  Bishop Marcus Lohrmann, 
Bishop Mark Hanson 

FOR OUR MISSIONARIES:   John & Barb LeMond 
(Hong Kong) 

FOR LOCAL MISSIONS : After School Youth Club, 
Snack Pack Program, Good Samaritan Fund,  
Community Food Pantry, Habitat for Humanity, The 
Linen Closet 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Women (BLCW) 
booklets are available in the church office. 

FLOWER AND RADIO sponsorship sign ups are now 
posted on a clipboard for 2012, at the Information Center, 
outside the offices. Flowers are $33 for two arrangements. 
Radio is $75. Reserved dates, from previous years, will no 
longer be honored. Dates are on a first come, first serve 
basis. Sign the clipboard or call the office. 

2012 ENVELOPES AND STATEMENTS  are available for 
pick up in the lounge area. Please compare the number 
written on the label on the top of the box of envelopes with 
the number that appears on the envelope to make sure 
they match. When using the first few envelopes please 
write your name on the envelope. Outreach envelopes are 
included in your box to support local outreach projects. 

�

�
� � � � �
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Pastor ................................ Matt Musteric 
Visitation Pastor ................ Melanie Haack 
Secretary ........................... Kathy Brandt 
Christian Life Coordinator . Cheryl Sondergeld 
Financial Secretary ........... Jane Kohlenberg 
Care Taker ........................ Dan Magrum 
Preschool .......................... Pat Cline 
 .......................................... Denise Corns 

 

BULLETINS: 
Wednesday, Noon 
 
March STAR: 
Tues., February 21 Submit by email, fax,  

or bring to the office. 

�����������	
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“If one member suffers, all suffer together with 

it…” 1 Corinthians 12:26 

The Linen Closet is a mission outreach project 
and works in collaboration with the area 
churches in Pemberville and is open to all vic-
tims of domestic violence and their families living 
in Wood County and surrounding areas. The 
Linen Closet can furnish bedding, bath and 
kitchen supplies to those people in need. 

Donations Accepted  

Contacts: Pemberville First United Presbyterian 
Church office at 419-287-3366, Pastor Jim Miller 
at 419-287-3510, or Marti Zeek at 419-287-4292. 

BATH ITEMS: Towels, washcloths, toilet paper, 
shampoo, conditioner, hairdryer, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, bath soap, shower curtain and 
hooks, cleaning supplies 

KITCHEN: set of dishes (enough for 6), silver-
ware, glasses (plastic), kitchen towels, hot pads, 
pots and pans, paper towels, dish drops, etc., 
kitchen utensils, cleaning supplies, hand can 
opener, casserole dishes, plastic mixing bowls, 
measuring spoons/cups, toaster, brooms,  
swiffers, small mixers 

150th Commemorative Items 
Items of remembrance such as the gold-tone metal 
etched ornaments ($12), stained glass window book-
lets, and the 150th edition of the history of Bethlehem 
($5),  continue to be available in the church office.  
The DVD recording of the celebration events will 
soon be available. 

���������		
����
�
��
�	�

���������	
����

���������	
��

����
�		� � �������	�
�����������	
������


�������������
�������������

Prayer Shawl and Care 
Giver Bags are available in 
our mission action center. 
Please feel free to gift these 
to anyone, they need not be 
a member of our congrega-
tion.  We do ask that you 
document in the binders in 
the mission action room, 
who you are giving them to, 
so we don’t double up. 
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Please bring a dish and salad or dessert to 
share. Drinks and table service will be provided.   

Bethlehem Bingo will be played during dessert!  
If you would like to donate a bingo prize, please 
leave it in the mission action center. Please be 
sure to clearly mark it Bethlehem BINGO. 

Anyone willing to lend a hand in the kitchen, 
please contact the church office, or email Cheryl 
Sondergeld at sgeld5@woh.rr.com.   

Hope to see you at the potluck!   

Sponsored by our Hospitality Team 
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FIRE ALARM SYSTEM TO BENEFIT  
THE WHOLE CHURCH 

Bethlehem Lutheran Preschool has been an outreach 
of the church since 1985. We have served hundreds of 
children, brought new members to the church and 
taught academic as well as Christian lessons. 

We strived for many years and increased enrollment. 
However, in the last several years, the enrollment has 
declined. This is due to many factors. 

WSOS and county preschools are now in the area. 
Economic times are not the best, and we have found 
that the lack of extended care is one of the main  
reasons for the decline. 

Extended care is an opportunity for working parents to 
have quality care for their children. It also provides an 
atmosphere of enriched, loving and quality care for 
preschool and school age children. 

Many of the surrounding communities and preschools 
offer extended care to families. To increase our enroll-
ment we are planning to open an extended care  
program for those parents who are in need of these 
services.  

After approaching Church Council with our proposal 
they asked the preschool to determine what was 
needed for this to become a reality. Last summer we 
asked the building inspector what was needed. The 
largest roadblock to our goal is a fire alarm system. 

The fire alarm system needs to be installed before the 
inspector will approve us for the extended care, not 
only in the preschool rooms but in the entire church. 
Since a variety of outside groups and clubs, as well as 
the Senior Center, use our facility, it makes sense to 
insure everyone’s safety.  

The cost of the fire alarm system is $39,000. Church 
Council believes they have the funds to cover this cost 
from undesignated memorials. 

We, as a church, are called to reach out to the  
community. The extended care program would help do 
that. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free 
to talk with one of our preschool teachers (Pat Cline or 
Denise Corns) or one of the our trustees (Howard 
Shirling, John Stewart, Roger Kahlenberg or Rick 
Rahe). 

� � 
 � � � � � � �
���������	
����
��
���	

It is once again time to register for next year’s 
preschool program at Bethlehem Lutheran  
Preschool. 

Three-year olds meet on Tuesday and Thursday 
from 9-11:30 a.m. 

Four-year olds meet on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday from either 9-11:30 a.m. or 12-2:30 
p.m. 

Members of the congregation may register their 
children beginning February 13, for the rest of 
the month. 

In March registration is open to the public. 

Forms may be found in the office or on the  
parent table by the preschool rooms. 

If you have any questions, please call Pat Cline 
(419-287-3751) or Denise Corns (419-287-
3726). We look forward to this opportunity to 
serve you. 

Keep the Preschool in your prayers. 
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Web site: BethlehemPemberville.org  

Email: office@bethlehempemberville.org 
Radio: WFRO 99.1 FM, Sundays at 11:30 a.m. 

Sunday morning worship: 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
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